[Immune response and immune tolerance to the O-antigen of Shigella flexneri VI].
The method for the determination of the number of cells synthetizing antibodies to S. flexneri VI O-antigen in the spleen of mice has been developed. Primary immune response to this antigen has been studied with the use of the new method. Immune response to the optimum immunogenic dose of O-antigen has a manifest variable character. The intensity of primary immune response has been shown to rise with the increase of the dose of O-antigen from 0.004 to 50 micrograms. The preliminary injection of 200 micrograms of O-antigen, followed by the injection of cyclophosphamide 2 days later, leads to the development of specific immunological tolerance to O-antigen in experimental animals.